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“Why	  would	  you	  want	  to	  study	  
goat	  welfare?	  	  
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Kidding	  
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for 45-60 days 
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What about goats?? 





Is udder health in the dry period as large 
of an issue in goats as it is in cows? 
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Not pregnant Single fetus Twin fetuses 

Forbes, 1968 

Pregnancy toxemia and 
ketosis can result 



How does the dry period affect 
pregnancy toxemia and ketosis? 

What kind of  dry period management 
is happening on goat farms in Ontario? 

Is udder health in the dry period as 

large of  an issue in goats as it is in 
cows? 







“Do you dry off your does?” 
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The majority of producers reported 
instances of skipping the dry period  
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On each farm, 
enrolled 20 – 80 
does (and their 
kids) 

Monitored from dry 
off  to kidding 

10 Ontario farms within 3 hours of  
University of  Guelph 





Milk production 

Dry period length 

Udder health (mastitis) 
prevalence 

Hoof  health 

Lameness 



Body condition score 

Pregnancy toxemia and 
ketosis 

Kid immunity 

Kid early growth rate 







DRY OFF 

KIDDING 





Lactation Next Lactation Dry Period 

SAMPLE 2 SAMPLE 1 
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Fisher’s exact test, P = 0.04 
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GOALS  
Ensure consistent milking 

Prevention of  contamination  
Promotes udder health 



ABSOLUTE MUSTS 
Wear gloves 

Hands to be clean and dry 
Max two people 



 Step-by-step instructions for 
the procedure being explained 
(in as much detail as needed!) 
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